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Aim of  this Lecture

• What is new in regard to the texts themselves? 
• New interpretation of  the context 
• In Ireland 
• On the Continent



Early Insular Penitentials

• Penitential of  Finnian 
• Penitential of  Columbanus 
• Penitential of  Cummean 

• Recently identified as insular: Paenitentiale 
Ambrosianum (6th century)



Later Insular Penitentials

• Paenitentiale Bigotianum 
• Old Irish Penitential







Paenitentiale Columbani B, ed. L. Bieler, The Irish Penitentials, with an appendix by 
D.A. Binchy, Scriptores Latini Hiberniae 5 (Dublin 1963), 102-104 
 
Caeterum de laicis 
 
13. Quicunque fecerit homicidium, id est proximum suum occiderit, III annis inermis 
exsul in pane et aqua paeniteat et post III annos revertatur in sua reddens vicem 
parentibus occisi pietatis et officii; et sic post satisfactionem iudicio sacerdotis 
iungatur altario. 
 
14. Si quis laicus de alterius uxore filium genuerit, id est adulterium commiserit toro 
proximi sui violato, III annis paeniteat abstinens se a cybis suculentioribus et a 
propria uxore, dans insuper praetium pudititiae marito uxoris violatae et sic culpa 
illius per sacerdotem abstergatur. 



Collection in Five 
Books





Cummean’s Penitential: 
 Vatican Ms



Excarpsus Cummeani:  
Copenhagen MS 



Paenitentiale Capitula Iudiciorum 
St. Gall Ms5



Iudicium cummeani

Canonicum iudicium

Iudicium cummeani

Iudicium cummeani



Charles the Bald:  
Vivian Bible




